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On Sept. 4, between 100,000 and 200,000 people in Santiago joined a rally calling for Gen. Augusto
Pinochet's defeat in the Oct. 5 plebiscite. The three-hour rally, ending with a rock music concert,
was peaceful. Police remained at the perimeter of the area directing traffic. Later, when some of
the groups in attendance at the rally left and marched toward downtown along the capital's main
thoroughfare, the police used tear gas and water cannon to disperse them. The rally was organized
by a group called the Social Accord for the No, which is comprised of labor, professional and
human rights groups. The Accord had the endorsement of opposition political parties, including
the Christian Democrats, various Socialist factions, the Party for Democracy, the Radicals, and
the Humanists. The Accord had predicted a turnout of 200,000. There was no official estimate;
unofficial estimates indicated that the crowd numbered considerably more than 100,000. Andres
Zaldivar, a vice president of the Christian Democratic Party, said that the rally turnout would lead
to a "great flowering" of the opposition. He added that people would no longer fear voting against
Pinochet. Zaldivar asserted that the rally was much larger than the gathering of Pinochet supporters
on the evening of Aug. 30, after the General was officially nominated by the military and police
leadership as the single candidate for the plebiscite. The crowd carried posters of the faces of Chile's
last two democratically elected presidents: Salvador Allende, elected in 1970 as head of a coalition
government dominated by the Socialist and Communist parties; and, Eduardo Frei, a Christian
Democrat, president from 1964 to 1970. (Basic data from New York Times, 09/04/88)
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